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them. Crimes are classified into treason, felonies (serious crimes),
misdemeanors (less serious offenses) and technical violations that do
not carry strong social disapprobation. There is great lack of uni-
formity from jurisdiction to jurisdiction in the definition of specific
offenses as felonies or misdemeanors. Crimes come and go as society
changes its interpretation of certain types of behavior as injurious to
the general welfare. Much antisocial behavior today is not covered by
prohibiting laws; hence it is not crime. Perhaps more harm to society
results from legal rackets and criminaloid business practice than from
all conventional crime.
CHARACTERISTICS OF CRIME
VOLUME or CRIME
What is the volume of crime? What are the trends in criminal
behavior?
Although these are important questions, no simple answers can be
given. "No one knows accurately the total amount of crime in any
country in the world/'1 Official criminal statistics are among the most
difficult of all social data to use intelligently. The same act is a crime
in one jurisdiction and not a crime in another, or in the same jurisdic-
tion it is a crime at one period and not a crime at another. Not all
crimes are reported to the authorities, and not all reported are recorded,
or they are not accurately recorded.2
Among the most widely used indices of the extent of criminal activ-
ity are statistics on crimes known to the police, arrests, indictments,
convictions, and dispositions (commitments to an institution or proba-
tion). Obviously the most accurate of these, the record of commit-
ments to prisons and reformatories, or the resulting record of prison
population, is the least significant.3 It is a truism that the farther the
statistics are removed, in time, from the commission of the crime the
less reliable are the statistics as indices of the behavior for which
measurement is desired.
Many persons who commit crimes are never arrested; or several
are involved, and some of those involved are not known to be impli-
1 Void, op. tit, p. 259.
2 For example, in Chicago in 1926 only 7 per cent of a group of serious crimes
known to the police, were included in police records.   In 1927 only 44 per cent of
robberies and burglaries were recorded, even after a campaign to improve record-
ing.   See Sellin, Thorsten, The Basis of a Crime Index, /. Cn'm. Law Criminal^
1931, 22, SSo^-SSG.
3 See Sellin, Thorsten, Research Memorandum on Crime in the Depression.
Soc* Sti, Res. Council Bull, 1937, 27.